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Abstract

The central topic to be discussed in this paper is the definiteness restriction in there-insertion
contexts. Various attempts to explain this definiteness restriction using the standard algebraic
framework are discussed (BARWISE & COOPER 1981; KEENAN 1978; MILSARK 1 974;
HIGGINBOTTHAM  1987; LAPPIN 1988) and the shortcomings of these attempts are
demonstrated. Finally, a new approach to the interpretation of existential there be-sentences
is developed within the framework of GROENENDUK & STOKHOF’s (1990) Dynamic Montague
Grammar. This approach makes use of a variant of PARTEE’s (1986) "type-shifting "-operator
BE and it overcomes the shortcomings of the rival analyses. The general conclusion is that
Dynamic Montague Grammar has applications other than those which prompted it and
advantages other than those GROENENDUK & STOKHOF claim for it.

|. Introduction

There are two rival theoretic approaches which have elicited promising new lines of research
in natural language semantics. The first one is the Generalized Quantifier Theory (GQT)
initiated with BARWISE & COOPER (1981), which has continued the approach of MONTAGUE
(1974). This line of theorizing aims at a uniform treatment of all NPs as generalized
quantifiers, denoting sets of properties of individuals. GQT has been especially useful in
clarifying the algebraic properties of natural language quantifiers. The second of the two
rival approaches is represented by semantic theories such as Kamp's (1981) Discourse
Representation Theory, SEUREN’s (1986) Discourse Semantics, or HEM's (1982) File
Change Semantics. In the present paper, let me take Kamp's (1981) Discourse
Representation Theory (DRT) as the prototypical example of this family of paradigms, and
let me restrict myself to reflections on this theory. DRT (as well as the related theories just
mentioned) explicitly rejects the uniform treatment of all NPs as generalized quantifiers and
instead proposes a division of labour between (i) a quantificational NP-semantics (quantifiers
as restricted + unselective binders) and (ii) a nonquantificational discourse semantics (which
translates indefinite NPs as discourse markers + conditions imposed on them).

The recent unification of DRT and GQT within the framework of dynamic intensional
logic (GROENENDUK & STOKHOF 1990) has explicitly challenged this division of labour. The
“fall back" of dynamic intensional logic to a uniform treatment of all NPs (NPs as so-called
dynamic generalized quantifiers) and the emergence of a compositional semantics for
discourse may seem conservative. For several reasons I think that this is not the case.
Moreover, I am convinced and would like to argue that GROENENDUK & STOKHOF’S
dynamic GQT is not just a formal exercise on compositionality and compatibility of
frameworks, but may very well have empirical import particularly in domains where neither
DRT nor GQT are successful if taken per se. The phenomenon to be discussed in some
detail is the definiteness restriction in contexts of there-insertion. The results support the
claim that the theory of dynamic generalized quantifiers forms a new kind of approach to
recalcitrant problems of natural language semantics.
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